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Wilfrid Laurier University, 
Waterloo, Ontario, Canada

Department of Political Science

PO/GS 492, COMPARATIVE GENOCIDE STUDIES

Dr. R. Hassmann, Ph.D., FRSC


Canada Research Chair in Global Studies and Political Science
Autumn 2004, Tuesdays 10:00 A.M.-1:00 P.M.
Classroom: Woods 1-607B
Office:  AW 3-101      
Office Hours: Tuesday 2:00-5:00 PM.
telephone: (519) 884-0170 extension 2780
email: hassmann@wlu.ca 

Administrative Assistant: Wendy Webb
Office: AW 3-114

Telephone: (519) 884-1710 extension 3185

Email: wwebb@wlu.ca

Hours:  MW 8:30 A.M. – 12:30 P.M., TR 8:30 A.M. – 1:15 P.M.

Summary:

This course addresses the phenomenon of genocide in a comparative and interdisciplinary manner. Its purpose is to explain the origins of genocides, how they are carried out, their ramifications, and national and international reactions to them. As case studies, the course focuses on issues arising from the Nazi extermination of the Jews (the Holocaust), the extermination of aboriginal peoples, the auto-genocide in Cambodia, famine as a genocidal tactic in North Korea and Zimbabwe, ethnic cleansing and genocidal slaughter in Yugoslavia, and the Rwandan genocide. Topics also include the international law of genocide and debates about the appropriate definition of genocide; discussion of the "roots of evil"; the role of bystander nations; refugees: gender and genocide; and humanitarian intervention and other forms of post-conflict resolution.

Textbooks 

Alexander Laban Hinton, ed., Genocide: An Anthropological Reader (Blackwell, 2002)

Coursepack: readings selected by Dr. Hassmann 
Requirements

Requirements will include the following, although some changes may be made after discussions with the class. Students will be expected to read about 50-65 pp/week.  
Short Essays: 30% (thirty per cent) 

Each student will be expected to submit four short essays of 500 words on the weekly readings. Students must submit one essay for each Unit of the course. Each essay is worth 7.5 % of the final grade. These essays are due at the beginning of each class. Each week, one student will be expected to read his or her essays aloud to the rest of the class: students reading essays aloud must provide copies for each other member of the class, as well as for Dr. Hassmann.  
Quick comments and questions: 10% (ten per cent)

For the weeks in which they are not submitting a formal written essay, students must submit 3 comments, criticisms, or questions on the readings.  These written submissions will be graded in two batches, the first four together, and the last three together.
Class participation: 10% (ten per cent)

Consistent attendance and participation in discussion by all students is necessary to the success of this seminar class.  Students who miss class will be expected to write an extra short essay for each class missed. (Over and above the four short essays already assigned).  The essay written for a missed class must cover the material assigned for that class. 

Research paper: 50% (fifty per cent)

Proposal (average grade of two drafts): 10 per cent.

Due dates: First draft: October 19, 2004, in class 
      Second draft (if required):  November 2, 2004, in class 


Final term paper: 40 per cent. 

Length: 15 pages (about 3,750 words).
Optional draft due date: November 23, 2004
Students have the option of submitting a draft paper to Dr. Hassmann.  She will not assign a grade to the draft, but she will make suggestions for improvements.

Final Paper due date: Friday, December 10, 9:00 A.M. (via email)
Test and Examinations: None.

Rules 
Students will be expected to adhere toWilfrid Laurier University rules regarding academic dishonesty, religious holidays, and accommodations for disabilities.

There will be no extensions on assignments except for illness or severe personal extenuating circumstances.  In the event of a weather emergency, students will be expected to submit their assignments via email. Otherwise, twenty per cent of the total possible mark will be deducted from assignments for each day they are late, including weekends and holidays (except religious holidays).  Students are expected to take account of the possibility of computer or printer failure in planning their time. 

Special Needs Statement: 
Students with disabilities or special needs are advised to contact Laurier's Special Needs Office for information regarding its services and resources. Students are encouraged to review the Calendar for information regarding all services available on campus. 

Plagiarism:

Wilfrid Laurier University uses software that can check for plagiarism. Students may be required to submit their written work in electronic form and have it checked for plagiarism. 

Foot Patrol
After class call 886-FOOT for a walk or drive home - No Walk is Too Short or Too Long!!! 

WEEKLY TOPICS AND READINGS
N.B.  Readings are listed below by author or editor. The complete list of readings in the coursepack is appended to this course outline.

Introduction
Week 1: September 14: Introduction to the Course, Instructions on Course Assignments

Introduction to course material. Discussion of course requirements: short essays, term paper proposals, and criteria of excellence in term papers
Unit I: Definitions and Background
Week 2, September 21:   International Law and Definition of Genocide

Hinton: chs 1 (Lemkin), 2, (Genocide Convention),  4 (Fein)

Coursepack: Chalk
Week 3, September 28: The Holocaust: Theoretical Explanations

Hinton: chapters 5 (Arendt), 6 (Bauman), 9 (Wolf)

Week 4, October 5: The Roots of Evil, Bystanders, Refugees
Coursepack: Imort, Abella and Troper, Waller
Unit II: Non-"Traditional" Genocides

Week 5, October 12: Developmental Genocides: Indigenous Peoples
Hinton, ch. 7 (Bodley)
Coursepack: Barkan, Grandin
Week 6, October 19:  Auto-Genocide: Cambodia

Hinton ch.12 (Hinton)

Coursepack, Weitz
Week 7, October 26: Genocide by Famine: North Korea and Zimbabwe
Coursepack: Oborne, Power, Natsios 


Unit III:  Post-WWII "Ethnic" Genocides and Issues Arising from Them

Week 8, November 2: Yugoslavia and Kosovo
Hinton ch. 11 (Hayden)

Coursepack:  Gagnon, Robinson
Week 9, November 9: Rwanda
Coursepack: Hintjens, Adelman
Week 10, November 16: Gender, Ethnicity
Hinton: ch. 13, (Appadurai), ch. 15 (Bowen)
Coursepack: Salzman, Jones
Unit IV: Post-Conflict Resolution
Week 11, November 23: Refugees, Humanitarian Intervention
Hinton, ch .16 (Malkki)

Coursepack: Donnelly
Week 12, November 30: Reconciliation, Empathy, Compassion Fatigue
Coursepack: Minow, Wilkins, Dozier
LIST OF MATERIALS IN COURSEPACK (in order of their use in course)
1) Frank Chalk, “Redefining Genocide”, in G.J. Andreopoulos, ed., Genocide: Conceptual and Historical Dimensions. Pennsylvania: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1994, pp. 47-63. 
2) Michael Imort, “‘A Certain Depopulation is Very Much Desired.’  German Foresters and the Genocide in Eastern Europe, 1939-1945”, Paper Presented at the Fifth Conference of the International Association of Genocide Scholars (IAGS) in Galway, Ireland, June 2003, pp. 1-9.

3) Irving Abella and Harold Troper, “Where They Could Not Enter”, chapter 1 of Abella and Troper, None is Too Many: Canada and the Jews of Europe 1933-1948. Toronto: Lester and Orpen Dennys, 1983, pp. 1-37.  
4) James Waller, "Killers of Conviction: Groups, Ideology and Extraordinary Evil," chapter 2 of Waller, Becoming Evil: How ordinary People Commit Genocide and Mass Killing,  New York: Oxford, 2002, pp. 29-54. 
5) Elazar Barkan, “Genocides of Indigenous Peoples: Rhetoric of Human Rights”, in Robert Gellately and Ben Kiernan, eds., The Specter of Genocide: Mass Murder in Historical Perspective. Cambridge, United Kingdom: Cambridge University Press, 2003, pp. 117-39.
6) Greg Grandin, “History, Motive, Law, Intent: Combining Historical and Legal Methods in Understanding Guatemala’s 1981-1983 Genocide”, in Robert Gellately and Ben Kiernan, eds., The Specter of Genocide: Mass Murder in Historical Perspective. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2003, pp. 339-52. 
7) Eric D. Weitz, “Racial Communism: Cambodia under the Khmer Rouge”, chapter 4 of Weitz, A Century of Genocide: Utopias of Race and Nation. Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton University Press, 2003, pp. 144-89.  
8) Peter Oborne, "A Moral Duty to Act There," London: Centre for Policy Studies, 2003, 1-33. 

9) Samantha Power, "How to Kill a Country," The Atlantic Monthly, vol. 292, no. 5, December 2003, pp. 86-100. 
10) Andrew S. Natsios, "The Hidden Famine", chapter 3 of The Great North Korean Famine: Famine, Politics and Foreign Policy, Washington, D.C.: United States Institute of Peace Press, 2001, pp. 37-54. 
11) V.P. Gagnon, Jr.  (Historical Roots of the Yugoslav Conflict(, in M.J. Esman and S. Telhami, eds., International Organizations and Ethnic Conflict. Ithaca, N.Y.: Cornell University Press, 1995, pp. 179-197.

12) Paul Robinson, (Ready to Kill but Not to Die: NATO Strategy in Kosovo(, International Journal, vol. 54, no. 4, Autumn 1999, pp. 671-82. 
13) Helen M. Hintjens, “Explaining the 1994 Genocide in Rwanda”, Journal of Modern African Studies, vol. 37, no. 2, 1999, pp. 241-86.  
14) Howard Adelman, “Canadian Policy in Rwanda”, chapter 9 of Howard Adelman and Astri Suhrke, eds., “The Path of a Genocide:  The Rwanda Crisis from Uganda to Zaire”, New Brunswick:  Transaction Publishers, 2000. 

15) Todd A. Salzman, (Rape Camps as a Means of Ethnic Cleansing(, Human Rights Quarterly, vol. 20, no. 2, May 1998, pp. 348-78

16) Adam Jones, “Gender and Genocides in Rwanda”, Journal of Genocide Research, vol. 4, no. 1, 2002, pp. 65-94. 
17) Jack Donnelly, “Humanitarian Intervention against Genocide”, in Donnelly, Universal Human Rights in Theory and Practice. Second Edition, Cornell University Press, 2003, pp. 242-260.  
18) Martha Minow, "Vengeance and Forgiveness," chapter 2 of Minow, Between Vengeance and Forgiveness: Facing History after Genocide and Mass Violence, Boston: Beacon Press, 1998, pp. 9-24.  
19) Burleigh T. Wilkins, "Whose Trial? Whose Reconciliation," in Aleksandar Jokic, ed. War Crimes and Collective Wrongdoing: A Reader, Oxford: Blackwell, 2001, pp. 85-96. 

20) Rush W. Dozier, Jr., "Empathy, Understanding and Forgiveness," chapter 15 in Dozier, Why We Hate: Understanding, Curbing and Eliminating Hate in Ourselves and Our World, Chicago: Contemporary Books, 2002, pp. 253-73. 
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CRITERIA OF EXCELLENCE IN TERM PAPERS 

©Dr. Rhoda E. Hassmann 

Canada Research Chair in Global Studies and Political Science

August 19, 2004
Following is a list of what I look for in a term paper.  The categories on this chart are for your assistance.  They are not an exhaustive list of comments which can be made about a paper.

1. Originality of Thought
Is there evidence of original thinking?_________

Does the student use any original, unusual but pertinent sources?_________

Does the student ask any unusually perceptive questions?__________

Does the student criticize her/his author(s)’


sources?__________


logic?__________


evidence?__________


methodology?__________

2. Logic and Presentation
Introductory statement present?__________

Conclusion present?__________

Is presentation logical?__________

Is there a serious argument running through the paper?__________

Are student’s own views


Present?__________


Defended with empirical evidence?__________


Defended with logic?__________

3. Quality of Research
Adequate number of sources?__________

Are sources good quality?__________

Are sources up to date?__________

Are sources actually used in body of paper?


Appropriately?__________ (e.g. used to support argument)


Inappropriately?__________ (e.g. tacked on to end of paper)

4. Documentation
Is there a bibliography?__________


Is information in it



complete?__________



consistent?__________



accurate?__________

Are bibliographical sources listed in alphabetical order?__________

NB. Students must use a recognized documentation style.  

Footnoting:


Are all quotations footnoted?__________



Do all quotations have opening and closing quotation marks?__________


Are all unusual or questionable facts/statements footnoted?__________

Are any paragraphs, sentences or phrases taken directly from sources without footnotes?__________

(Please use footnotes rather than endnotes)

NB.  INCLUSION OF UNFOOTNOTED PARAGRAPHS, SENTENCES OR PHRASES IN YOUR WORK CONSTITUTES PLAGIARISM: THAT IS, ACADEMIC DISHONESTY.

5. Style
Are there subtitles?__________

Do subtitles properly indicate what the section is about?__________

Is paragraphing adequate?__________

Are there spelling mistakes?__________

Are there grammatical errors?__________

Does the student misuse words?__________

6. Basic presentation
Are pages numbered?__________

Is there a title page?__________


Including:



title?__________



name of student?__________



student number?__________



Student’s telephone number/email address?__________
Wilfrid Laurier University

PO 651 and PO492/GS492, Comparative Genocide Studies

Autumn 2004

Dr. Rhoda E. Hassmann
Canada Research Chair in Global Studies and Political Science
INSTRUCTIONS ON HOW TO WRITE TERM PAPER PROPOSALS
All students must submit proposals for their term paper.  Your proposal is worth 10% of your final grade.








.

Students should briefly discuss their interests and possible topics with Professor Hassmann before writing the proposals.  You may discuss your proposed topic with her during her office hours, during class break or before or after class.  Do not start working on a proposal before clearing your topic with Dr. Hassmann.

The first term paper proposal is due October 19, 2004 in class.  The revised term paper proposal, if required, is due November 2, 2004 in class.  The grade for the proposal will be the average of the two grades. Dr. Hassmann will not be responsible for difficulties you may incur in research for your final paper, if she has not approved your proposal beforehand.

Instructions: Undergraduate proposals should be 2-3 pp, double-spaced.  Graduate proposals should be 4-5 pp.  They should include the following:

1. 
A title (general topic).  Make sure this topic is not too broad.

2. 
The question you are asking.  It is not enough merely to have a topic; you must have a question about that topic.  Your question should be as narrow as possible to begin with: you can always expand it if you need to, but if your question is too broad you won’t know where to begin.

3. 
A tentative hypothesis; that is, your tentative answer to your question.  You should explain the logic behind your hypothesis as much as you can at this early stage.  Your final paper does not have to confirm your original hypothesis.  You may conclude that your original hypothesis was not correct.


4. 
Where necessary, definitions of your key terms; e.g. humanitarian intervention, group rights, individualism.  (The definition can be your own, as long as you use it consistently.)

5. 
A preliminary list of sub-titles.  A paper of 20 pp. might include 3 or 4 subtitles.

6. 
A preliminary bibliography.  Even at this early stage, you should have done some bibliographical work.  Your bibliography and essay must incorporate relevant materials from the course readings.  Aside from articles or chapters from your assigned texts, your bibliography might include official documents (e.g. US government documents), non-governmental organization material (e.g. Genocide Watch), academic analyses (academic journal articles [e.g. Journal of Genocide Research] or specific chapters of books), and reports from weekly or daily news magazines or newspapers (NB. these should only be used when better sources are not available).

For the criteria of excellence for your paper, see the handout on how term papers are graded.
Wilfrid Laurier University

Dr. R. Hassmann

Canada Research Chair in Global Studies and Political Science

PO 651 and PO 492/GS492, 

Comparative Genocide Studies

Autumn 2004

Instructions on How to Write Short Papers and Quick Comments

SHORT PAPERS

Each student will be expected to submit 4 short papers during this course; graduate students 1250 words, undergraduates 500 words.  Students must submit one paper for each of the four sections of the course.  Students must have their papers with them at the beginning of the class and submit them as soon as the class is over.

The four sections are 

1) Definitions and Background

2) Non-"Traditional" Genocides

3) Post-WWII "Ethnic" Genocides and Issues Arising from Them

4) Post-Conflict Reconciliation

There are three purposes to these papers:

7. 
Demonstrate that you have done the assigned weekly readings. Refer to all the weeks' readings. You do not need to include a bibliography: parenthetical references (e.g. Bodley, p. 139) are sufficient.

8. 
Show that you have thought critically about the readings.  Include critical comments and questions; make observations about what else you might like to learn to make sense of the readings.

9. 
Be prepared to lead class discussion by reading out salient points in your essay.  Each week, one or two students will be read out their essay.  Students will know in advance when their turn is, and will be expected to provide copies of their essays to all other students.  

QUICK COMMENTS
For the weeks that you are not handing in a short paper (seven weeks in all) you must hand in three thoughtful comments, questions or criticisms of the readings.  You should be prepared to make these comments or criticisms, or pose the questions, in class. 
Wilfrid Laurier University
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Dr. R.Hassmann

Canada Research Chair in Global Studies and Political Science


SUGGESTED TERM PAPER TOPICS
NOTES: 

1) This is not a complete list of term paper topics.  Nor do students have to choose a topic from this list.  This is just a list to help students think about what they might want to research.

2) DO NOT propose a comparative topic (e.g. Cambodia/Rwanda).  You do not have enough time, nor do you possess enough background knowledge, to attempt a comparison.

Nazism and related topics
Why the Jews?




Euthanasia: the rights of the disabled, voluntary euthanasia?

Social Darwinism and racial theory

Other victims not discussed in course: Roma, Jehovah(s Witnesses, gays and lesbians, slave labourers, Soviet POWs, etc.

German bystanders

Post-Holocaust interpretations 

Indigenous Peoples
Were/are indigenous peoples in Canada/U.S./South America victims of genocide?

The definitions of genocide: can they be applied to indigenous peoples?

Is capitalism inherently genocidal?

Cambodia
Why the genocide/politicide in Cambodia?

The role of outsiders in the Cambodian genocide and its aftermath (China, U.S., U.N.)

Zimbabwe
The politics of land reform

Ex-Yugoslavia

The role of WWII in the wars/genocides of the 1990s

Was the Serbian regime of the 1990s genocidal? (genocide versus civil war/ethnic cleansing)

Was the NATO bombing of Serbia in 1999 justified?

Rwanda
Why did the genocide in Rwanda occur?

Why didn(t the UN/US/French/Canadians intervene to stop the Rwandan genocide

Gender and Genocide
The role of women in genocide (women Nazis and concentration camp guards, women genocidaires in Rwanda)

Are men/women at special risk in genocides?

Rape as a crime of genocide

Canada and genocide
Eugenic theory in Canada

Canada and the Jews

Canadian refugee policy

Canadian foreign policy and its influence re: East Timor. Rwanda, ex-Yugoslavia, etc.


Other case studies not covered in course lectures 

- Indonesia (TPC)

- 1965 coup

- East Timor

- Herero in Southwest-Africa (TPC)

- Bangladesh (TPC)

- the Kurds (Iraq, Turkey?)

- Armenians


- why the Armenian genocide


- the politics of non-acknowledgement of the Armenian genocide

- the Soviet Union


- the politics of the Ukrainian famine


- deportations of national/ethnic groups


- was Stalinism politicide/genocide?


- are communist regimes more likely to commit genocide than capitalist/democratic regimes?

Theoretical/legal topics

The definition of genocide
Legal obligations to prevent genocide

Post-genocidal trials

International relations and the bystander phenomenon

- refugee policies

- intervention 

Altruism and evil

The role of bureaucracy in genocide

How do ordinary people become torturers?

Medical ethics and Nazi experimental (data(

What motivates people to be rescuers?
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